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CHAPTER -1

THE FUNDAMENTAL UNIT OF LIFE

The Fundamental Unit of Life, are:

Cell
It is the structural and functional unit of life.

e Cellis termed as the structural unit of life as it provides structure to our body.
o Cellis considered as the functional unit of life as all the functions of the body take place
at cell level.
Discovery of cell:
o Discovered by Robert Hooke in 1665.
e Robert Brown in 1831 discovered the nucleus in the cell.
Cell Theory:
Cell theory states that:

e Allliving organisms are composed of cells.
e Cell is the fundamental unit of life.

e All new cells come from pre-existing cells.



